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The Castles of Małopolska
Without a shadow of a doubt, Poland’s Małopolska region
can be dubbed the Land of Castles. It is here, in the very vicinity of Krakow itself, that the romantic ruins and imposing
castles of the much-loved ‚Eagles’ Nests’ line the KrakowCzęstochowa Jurassic Highland Chain. Picturesque medieval
fortresses also rise, towering, among the peaks of the
Pieniny and Western Beskid mountain
ranges. Other castles stand
by the waters of Lakes
Czchowskie and
Czorsztyńskie. But
the most beautiful of
Krakow
them all is the royal
residence in Poland’s
Oświęcim
Tarnów
erstwhile capital,
Wawel Castle, in
Krakow. This guide
Wadowice
Nowy Sącz
describes only the
most fascinating and
best-preserved castles
of Małopolska, home
to many other places
Zakopane
where the ancient walls
and towers of ruined, medieval
fortress can be seen from afar.
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The Royal Castle
on Wawel Hill

The Royal Castle on Wawel Hill, both museum
and historical residence of the kings of Poland, stands on a hill of limestone,
alongside the Cathedral of St. Stanislaus and St. Wenceslas.
The hill, settled far back in the mists of time, became the centre of both
secular and ecclesiastical power in the early Middle Ages, rising to its prime
under the rule of the last of the Piasts and the Jagiello dynasties during the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. In the early sixteenth century, the Gothic
castle was transformed into one of the most magnificent Renaissance
residences in Europe. The building remains as impressive in its grandeur
to this day and the airy lightness of its arcaded courtyard is a constant
delight. Both the Renaissance castle
and Zygmunt’s Chapel in the cathedral
were built by Italians brought to Poland
at the behest of Zygmunt the Elder
(King Zygmunt I). For several centuries,
Wawel was the seat of kings and government, where the Piast, Jagiello and
Vasa dynasties held court and from
whence the Sejm governed. During
times of war, it was more than once
ravaged and despoiled. In the early
years of the 20th century, retrieved
from the hands of the Austrians, it
underwent many years of renovation and conservation work, following
which it became a museum.
The current Wawel collection is on show to the public in the form of
several exhibitions. The treasures on display are myriad. The State Rooms
include a valuable collection of Gobelin tapestries and a ceiling featuring
woodcarvings of human heads in the Envoys’ Room. Amongst the historical gems to be seen in the Royal Private Apartments are the Gothic and
Renaissance portals, while the Crown Treasury and Armoury holds valuables,
national artefacts and ancient weaponry. Lovers of oriental art will find
superb examples of weapons, fabrics and ceramics exhibited in the Oriental
Art exhibition, while the vestiges of the hill’s ancient and primaeval history
are revealed to visitors in The Lost Wawel exhibition.
The cathedral is the site of coronations, the burial place of Poland’s rulers and, in the early 19th century, it also acquired the character of national
pantheon. The Gothic cathedral itself is encircled by chapels dating back

Practical information
Visiting The State Art Collections in Wawel, tel.: 0048 12 4225155, http://www.
wawel.krakow.pl, zamek@wawel.edu.pl; open Apr. – Oct.: Tue. – Fri. 9.30 AM –
5.00 PM, Sat. and Sun. 11.00 AM – 6.00 PM; Nov. – Mar.: Tue. – Sat. 9.30 AM
– 4.00 PM, Sun. 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM; exhibitions: the State Rooms, the Royal Private Apartments and the Crown Treasury and Armoury (open Mon. 9.30 AM – 4.00 PM from Apr. – Oct.,
closed Sun. from Nov. – Mar.); Oriental Art (closed Sun. from Nov. – Mar.); and the archaeological exhibition, The Lost Wawel (open Mon. 9.30 AM – 1.00 PM from Apr. - Oct.). Separate visits to the cathedral, the Royal Tombs, Zygmunt’s Tower and the Cathedral Museum,
information: the Cathedral Parish of St. Stanislaus and St. Wenceslas, tel.: 0048 12 4293327,
http://www.katedra-wawelska.pl, info@katedra-wawelska.pl; open Apr. – Sept.: Mon. – Sat.
9.00 AM – 5.00 PM; Sun. 12.30 AM – 5.00 PM; Oct. – Mar.: Fri. – Sat. 9.00 AM – 4.00 PM;
Sun. 12.30 AM – 4.00 PM; museum closed Sun. Wawel Hill is open to visitors daily from
6.00 AM until dusk; detailed information regarding the opening hours is displayed alongside
the ticket offices; the arcaded courtyard closes 30 minutes before the gates to the hill are shut.
Getting there Access Paid, underground parking is located on Powiśle Street
(ul. Powiśle); it is also possible to park in the paid parking zones on Straszewskiego, Podzamcze and Bernadyńska streets (ul. Straszewskiego, ul. Podzamcze
and ul. Bernardyńska). Tram nos. 3, 6, 8, 10, 18 and 40 run close by Wawel.

it

Tourist information Tourist Information point: No. 9, Wawel, tel.: 0048 12
4225155 ext. 219. All essential information is also provided to tourists by the
City Information Points; the Wyspiański Pavilion, at 2 Wszystkich Świętych
Square is the nearest to Wawel; http://www.krakow.travel, it@infokrakow.pl.
Accommodation, food and drink The Restaurant on Wawel (Restauracja
„Na Wawelu”), tel.: 0048 12 4211915, http://www.nawawelu.pl, restauracja@nawawelu.pl; the Tower Café (Kawiarnia „Pod Basztą”), tel.: 0048 12
4227528, http://kawiarniapodbaszta.com.

across the centuries, amongst the most well-known of which are the Royal
Chapels, where in lie the tombs of the last of the Jagiello and Vasa dynasties. The cathedral interior, rich in architectural detail and appointments,
warrants admiration, as does the sumptuous shrine to St. Stanislaus, Bishop
of Krakow. Ascending one of the cathedral’s towers to gain a panoramic
view over the city, we catch sight of ‚Zygmunt’, the bell whose toll resounds
across Krakow at times of great import.
Wawel Hill is also a place with its own legends. They tell of a terrible
dragon, which made its lair in a cave at the foot of the hill, of Krak, the
ruler who defeated him, and of Krak’s daughter, Wanda, who hurled
herself to her death in the Vistula River rather than give her hand in
marriage to a knight from the West.

™

What else is worth seeing?

The walls of Wawel offer a view stretching forth over the meandering Vistula engirdling the rocky outcrop of the hill on which the
castle stands. Right alongside the viewing terraces lies the entrance to the
Dragon’s Lair. Wending your way down spiral steps will bring you the
heart of the cave where, as legend has it, the Dragon of Wawel lurked.
As for what the monster looked like, this can be imagined by taking
a look at his fiery-breathed statue, which stands outside the entrance
to the cave from the Vistula Embankment.
The Dragon’s Lair, open Apr. – Jun. and Oct. – Nov.: 10.00 AM –
5.00 PM; Jul. – Aug.: 10.00 AM – 6.00 PM.
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Niepołomice

In Renaissance
Galleries

Oświęcim Krakow
Wadowice
Zakopane

B

uilt in the Renaissance style, the arcaded courtyard of the Wawel
Royal Castle was to become the inspiration for a host of other
castles and palaces across Poland. Thus, several residences featuring not only the beauty and charm of arcaded galleries, but also
many another element typical of the Renaissance, can be seen
in Małopolska. It is not by chance that some of them known as
‘Wawel in miniature’.
Pieskowa
Skała

Niepołomice

Pieskowa
Skała
Oświęcim

Tarnów

Krakow

Niepołomice
Wadowice

Sucha
Beskidzka Nowy Sącz

Zakopane

Sucha
Beskidzka

Tarnów
Nowy Sącz

Niepołomice
Castle

It was from this castle, built at the behest
of Kazimierz the Great (King Kazimierz III), that the kings of Poland
would sally forth to hunt in the nearby, ancient, Niepołomice Forest.
And hunting was a favourite pastime of many monarchs.
Today, on the site
of Kazimierz’s Gothic
castle, a stunning Renaissance building may
be marvelled at. Laid
out as a square, it was
erected during the time
of King Zygmunt August
(Zygmunt II, August I).
Naturally, it was Wawel
which served as the
model upon which the
Niepołomice residence
was built. Today, a Renaissance portal still leads
to the castle’s interior,
whilst the courtyard is
surrounded by a twostorey, arcaded gallery;
originally, it featured three, but the top storey was demolished by order
of the Austrian authorities during the Partitions. Following the example
set by his father, Zygmunt the Elder, Zygmunt August employed Italian
architects, including the famous master, Santi Gucci.
The castle currently houses Niepołomice Museum, along with
a hotel.

Practical information
Visiting Niepołomice Museum, 2 Zamkowa Street (Muzeum Niepołomickie,
ul. Zamkowa 2), tel.: 0048 12 2619851, http://www.muzeum.niepolomice.pl,
zamek@muzeum.niepolomice.pl; open daily: 10.00 AM – 5.00 PM.
Getting there The castle lies 24 km from Krakow: head east from Nowa
Huta toward Sandomierz on Road No. 79, then take Road No. 75 to
Niepołomice. Other routes: take Road No. 4, heading south-east out of
Krakow to Wielicza and then take Road No. 964 to the centre of Niepołomice.
Bus and mini-bus services also run from Krakow.
Accommodation, food and drink The three-star Royal Castle Hotel (Hotel Zamek Królewski***), 2 Zamkowa Street (ul. Zamkowa 2), tel.: 0048 12
2619801, http://www.zamekkrolewski.com.pl, hotel@zamekkrolewski.com.pl.

™

What else is worth seeing?

The Church of the Ten Thousand Martyrs, which was also
endowed by Kazimierz the Great, can be visited on the nearby town
square. Two chapels adjoin the church, the Renaissance Branicki Chapel
and the Baroque Lubomirski Chapel of St. Karol Boromeusz.

4

5

Pieskowa
Skała
Oświęcim Krakow

Tarnów

Oświęcim
Krakow
Wadowice
Zakopane

Nowy Sącz

Pieskowa Skała
Castle

The best-known view of Pieskowa Skała Castle
is as seen from the Prądnik River valley, where a limestone outcrop,
known as Hercules’ Club, can be seen rising in splendid isolation in the
foreground. The name, taken from the mythology of the Ancient Greeks,
fits the castle’s Renaissance architecture
like a glove.
It was Kazimierz the Great who gave
the order to erect a defensive structure
here in the 14th century; its Renaissance
character was endowed over two hundred years later by the then owner,
Hieronim Szafraniec, secretary to the
king, Zygmunt the Elder, and by his son,
Stanisław. The architects, brought in from
Italy, raised an arcaded courtyard and the
clock tower acquired a cupola similar to
those crowning the towers of Wawel
Castle. The Italian newcomers sited an
arcaded loggia directly alongside and
designed an Italian garden for the terrace atop of the craggy precipice. Today,
the castle houses a museum presenting
stylistic transformations in European art,
as well as Poland’s largest gallery of English paintings.

Practical information
Visiting The Pieskowa Skała Castle Museum, Sułoszowa, tel.: 0048 12
3896004, http://www.pieskowaskala.eu, pieskowa.skala@neostrada.pl; open
May – Sept.: Thurs. 9.00 AM – 5.00 PM, Fri. 9.00 AM – 1.00 PM, Sat. and Sun.
10.00 AM – 6.00 PM; Apr. and Oct.: Tue. – Thurs. and Sat. – Sun. 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM
and 10.00 AM – 1.00 PM; Nov. – Mar.: Sat. and Sun. only, 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM.
Getting there The castle lies 30 km from Krakow: take Road No. 94 from northeast Krakow and head toward Olkusz. Continue through Sąspów and Ojców
until you reach the edge of Sułoszowa. Alternatively, take Road No. 794 to Skała
and then follow Road No. 773 toward Olkusz. At the foot of the castle, there is a car park;
steps lead from there up to the castle itself. The climb takes between 10 and 15 minutes.
Buses from Krakow stop at the foot of the castle.

Wadowice
Sucha
Zakopane
Beskidzka
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Sucha Beskidzka
Castle

Practical information
Visiting The Town Museum, 1 Zamkowa Street (Muzeum Miejskie, ul. Zamkowa
1), tel.: 0048 33 8742605, http://muzeum.sucha-beskidzka.pl, muzeum@suchabeskidzka.pl; open May – Oct.: Tue. – Fri. 9.00 AM – 5.00 PM, Sat. and Sun.
10.00 AM – 6.00 PM; Nov. – Apr.: Tue. – Fri. 8.00 AM – 4.00 PM, Sat. and Sun. 9.00 AM
– 3.00 PM; the Municipal Arts Centre and Castle Art Gallery, 1 Zamkowa Street (Miejski
Ośrodek Kultury z Galerią Sztuki Zamek, ul. Zamkowa 1), tel.: 0048 33 8741303, http://
www.zameksuski.pl, mok@zameksuski.pl; open Mon. – Sat.: 9.00 AM – 4.00 PM.
Getting there The castle lies 55 km from Krakow: take the Zakopane road, i.e.
Road No. 7, from south Krakow to Głogoczów. Head for Bielska-Biała on Road
No. 52, then take Voivodship Road No. 956 through Sułkowice and Zembrzyce.
Accommodation, food and drink The Kasper Suski Hotel and Restaurant,
1 Zamkowa Street (Kasper Suski**, ul. Zamkowa 1), tel.: 0048 33 8741639,
http://www.kaspersuski.pl, hotel@kaspersuski.pl.

What else is worth seeing?

At the very foot of the rock from which the castle rises, the tomb
of the January Insurgents is located. It was at the foot of Pieskowa Skała
that General Marian Langiewicz’s troops of insurgents took on the Russian
army, on 4th March 1863. The mortal remains of the insurgents who fell
in the battle were brought here from Skała in 1953 and interred beneath
a granite tombstone. Amongst those killed was Andrzej Potiebnia, a Ukrainian revolutionary who fought alongside the Polish insurgents as a volunteer.

Nowy Sącz

There are few residences in Poland that so well
deserve the title of ‘Wawel in miniature’ as Sucha Beskidzka Castle, home
of magnates. The arcaded galleries adorning two of the castle courtyard’s
three wings are outstanding in their airily delicate elegance.
The castle was built by Kasper Castiglione, later also to been know as Kasper
Suski. In 1554, this goldsmith of Florentine origin built a Renaissance manor
which today forms a small section of the castle’s south wing. In the early
17th century, the work of a subsequent owner, Komorowski, transformed
the manor into a residence with an arcaded courtyard. During the following
centuries the castle remained in the hands of magnates hailing from Wielkopolska, the Branackis and the Tarnowskis and, despite numerous alterations,
it retained its beautiful Renaissance layout. The castle currently houses the
Town Museum, an arts centre, a hotel and a restaurant.

Accommodation, food and drink The Castle Restaurant and Café (Kawiarnia-Restauracja „Zamkowa”), with a terrace view, tel.: 0048 12 3891103.

™

Tarnów

™

What else is worth seeing?

A wooden karczma, an inn, stands on the town square in Sucha
Beskidzka. A unique piece of wooden architecture, it was erected in the
latter half of the 18th century. Its high, shingled roof, supported by shady
arcades, covers a dark interior decorated and furnished in the old-world
style of ages long gone. As a traditional restaurant, the doors of Rome
Inn („Karczma Rzym”) are always open to guests.

7

Wygiełzów

Among the white
Jurassic cliffs

Krakow
Oświęcim
Wadowice
Zakopane

A

long the Krakow-Częstochowa Jurassic Highland Chain, between
rocky outcrops, a host of picturesque castles rise, towering, from
the ledges of gorge and ravine. They are linked by one of Poland’s
most fascinating tourist trails, known as the Trail of the Eagles’ Nests,
for these were fortresses built in places as difficult to reach as the
nests of the eagle, king of the birds.
Wygiełzów
Ojców

Wygiełzów Ojców
Korzkiew
Krakow

Tarnów

Oświęcim
Wadowice

Nowy Sącz

Tarnów
Nowy Sącz

Lipowiec Castle,
Wygiełzów

To the west of Krakow, beyond the village of
Wygiełzów, a lofty, forested height can be seen from afar. Rising from
its peak, like a limestone crag, is a formidable tower of white stone.
Although all that can
be seen from afar is the
tower, there, hidden
among the trees, are
the walls of an imposing castle, the property
of bishops, dating back
to the 13th-century. It
was then that the Bishops of Krakow erected
a fortress which was to
remain in their possession right up until the
Partitions. Although
the building has been
a ruin since the early
19th century, its walls
have, nonetheless, been
secured and adapted to
accommodate sightseeing. Superb views of the surrounding area stretch
forth before the tower, whilst the reconstructed rooms on the first storey
of the castle offer the opportunity of seeing an extraordinary exhibition
devoted to the history of this stronghold. It includes old photographs and
drawings, as well as a small collection of artefacts discovered amongst the
ruins by archaeologists.

Practical information

Zakopane

Korzkiew

Visiting The Vistula Ethnographic Park and Lipowiec Castle in Wygiełzów,
1 Podzamcze Street (ul. Podzamcze 1), tel.: 0048 32 6134062, http://
zamek-lipowiec.republika.pl, lipowiec@vp.pl; open Apr. – Sept.: daily,
8.00 AM – 6.00 PM; Oct. – Mar.: daily, 8.00 AM – 3.00 PM.
Getting there The castle lies 55 km from Krakow: head west to Chrzanów
on the A4 motorway and then take the Chrzanów-Andrychów Road, No.
781, or head directly west toward Libiąż from Krakow on Road No. 780.
The car park is situated alongside the entrance to the open-air exhibition. From
there, the yellow tourist trail leads to the castle; the walk takes 15 to 20 minutes.

™

What else is worth seeing?

At the foot of the hill, there are a number of ancient, wooden
buildings to be seen. There are village huts and the manors of gentlefolk
and nobles. There is even a church. The buildings all belong to the Museum, the Vistula Ethnographic Park, popularly known as the open air
exhibition in Wzgiełzów, which also administers the ruined Lipowiec Castle.
The Vistula Ethnographic Park, tel.: 0048 32 6228749, http://www.mnpe.
pl; Apr. – Sept.: 8.00 AM – 6.00 PM, Oct. – Mar.: 8.00 AM – 3.00 PM.
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Korzkiew
Oświęcim

Ojców

Tarnów

Krakow

Wadowice

Nowy Sącz

Zakopane

Krakow
Wadowice

Korzkiew Castle

As recently as a mere fifteen years ago, all that
rose above the hill overlooking the scenic Korzkiew Valley were the ruins
of the walls, gates and home of the knight who occupied the medieval
castle. Today, a stone fortress stands here, reverently reconstructed on
the basis of ancient drawings.

The stronghold was erected in the 14th century by Jan of Syrokomla,
today the town of Janowiec-on-Vistula, in the Lubusz Voivodship. The
small, Gothic castle was extended in the 16th century, endowing it with
a Renaissance character. The building was subsequently to belong,
amongst others, to the Jordan family, who used it as their hunting
lodge. However, by the end of the 18th century, it had been abandoned.
Lower down on the hill, the owners at that time, the Wodzicki family,
had built a manor house which now no longer exists.

Practical information
Getting there The castle lies 15 km from Krakow: take Road 794 to the
north, heading toward Skała, then follow the side road from Januszowice
as it runs along the Prądnik River, turning right into Korzkiew Valley. The hill
and castle can be driven around from the south and the west, while hotel guests can
drive as far as the small car park by the gate. Krakow’s 267 suburban bus route runs
through Korzkiew, and minibuses run between Krakow and Smardzowice.
Accommodation, food and drink The Korzkiew Castle Hotel (Hotel
„Zamek Korzkiew”), tel: 0048 12 4195590, http://www.korzkiew.donimirski.com, zamek@donimirski.com.

™

What else is worth seeing?

Around the castle, stretching over the slopes of Korzkiew Valley lies the old park. Here, the current owners of both stronghold and
hotel hope to open up the Manor built by the Wodzickis, the one-time
owners of the castle and village. On the slopes on the opposite side, to
the north of the castle, stands an early Baroque church which is well
worth a visit. Dating back to 1623, its defensive nature is evinced by the
arrow slits with which the tower is equipped.
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Tarnów

Oświęcim

Zakopane

Nowy Sącz

Ojców Castle

Legend has it that the place name, Ojców,
meaning ‘fathers’, came about thanks to Kazimierz the Great. He is
supposed to have named the castle, built at his bidding, ‘Father on the
Cliff’, in connection with an event in the life of his father, Władysław the
Elbow-High (King Władysław I). The legend tells of how he took refuge
in the Prądnik Valley during the battle for Krakow being fought out with
the Czech king, Wenceslas II.
There is a grain of truth inherent in
the legend; the stone castle standing
on the site of an earlier stronghold was,
indeed, built at the command of Kazimierz the Great. It was one of the more
important of the fortresses lining the
Krakow-Częstochowa Jurassic Highland
Chain and it was here that the Starosta
of Ojców, the royal official, lived. The
castle was occupied until the end of
the 18th century; indeed, in 1787, the
last king of Poland, Stanisław August
Poniatowski, was received as a guest
here. However, following the Partitions,
the building fell into ruins. Fragments
of the walls survive to this day, as does
one of the towers and the gate tower,
which houses a small museum. The
land on which Ojców Castle stands is
now part of the Ojców National Park.

Practical information
Visiting Ojców Castle: open daily, from the 2nd half of Apr. – May and
Aug. – Sept.: 10.00 AM – 4.45 PM; Jul. – Aug.: 10.00 AM - 5.45 PM; Oct.:
10.00 AM – 3.45 PM; 1st half Nov.: 10.00 AM – 2.45 PM.
Getting there The castle lies 30 km from Krakow: take Road No. 94 north and
head toward Olkusz. Then follow the side road through Sąspów. Other routes:
take Road No. 794 to Skała and then follow Road No. 773 in the direction of
Olkusz, to the Prądnik Valley and Ojców. There is a car park at the foot of Castle Hill.
Minibuses run from Krakow, as do ordinary buses at weekends from May to September.

™

What else is worth seeing?

The legend of the origins of Ojców, the place name, is bound
up with a cave on Mount Chelmowa. Known as Elbow-High’s Grotto or
Elbow-High’s Cave, it was here that the future king took refuge from his
foes. The cave can be reached by ascending from Ojców along the black
trail. On the way, it is well worth choosing the route which leads by a pass
carved into the limestone and known as the Krakovian Gate.
Elbow-High’s Cave (Jaskinia Łokietka), open daily, from the 2nd half
of Apr.: 9.00 AM – 3.30 PM; May – Aug.: 9.00 AM – 6.30 PM; Sept.:
9.00 AM – 5.30 PM; Oct.: 9.00 AM – 4.30 PM.
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On the foaming waters of the
Dunajec River – the Pieniny
Castles

T

here is a spot where the limestone peaks of the Pieniny Mountains
rise, towering, over the foaming waters of the Dunajec and where the
river surges through a famous mountain gorge. There, during the Middle
Ages, two picturesque border strongholds were raised; the Hungarian
Dunajec Castle in Niedzica, also known as Niedzica Castle, and the Polish
Wronin Castle in Czorsztyn. Today, following the construction of a dam on
the Dunajec, both castles stand on promontories surrounded by water.
Czorsztyn

Oświęcim

Tarnów

Krakow

Wadowice

Wadowice
Zakopane

Tarnów
Nowy Sącz

Czorsztyn

Wronin Castle,
Czorsztyn

In 1651, as Polish troops were doing battle with
Bohdan Chmielnicki’s Cossack hordes, a certain Kostka Napierski attacked
the border fortress in Czorsztyn and seized it. An adventurer in the pay of
the Cossack Hetman, he was
intended to wreak havoc and
thus keep a part of Poland’s
forces engaged. The final chapter was one befitting a traitor.
Czorsztyn was recaptured by
troops sent by the Bishop of
Krakow. Entrapped, Napierski
was sentenced to a terrible end;
death by impalement.
The story of Kostka Napierski’s Uprising is one of the
best-known events connected
with the long and fascinating
history of Czorsztyn’s Wronin
Castle. The walled fortress was
erected here in the 14th century,
under the reign of Kazimierz
the Great, on the site of earlier buildings. It watched over the border with Hungary and guarded
against incursions made via the Dunajec. Today, the castle is an abiding
ruin, with a modest historical and archaeological exhibition housed in
a few reconstructed interior spaces. The terrace on the walls commands
a view of Lake Czorsztyńskie, Niedzica Castle, the Pieniny Mountains
and even the Tatras.

Nowy Sącz

Czorsztyn
Zakopane

Niedzica

Oświęcim Krakow

Practical information

Niedzica

Visiting The Wronin Castle Ruins: open May – Sept.: daily, 9.00 AM –
6.00 PM; Oct. – Apr.: Tue. – Sun.: 10.00 AM – 3.00 PM.
Getting there The castle is 110 km from Krakow: take the Zakopane road, i.e.
Road No. 7, from south Krakow to Zabornia, follow Road No. 47 to Nowy Targ
and then head for Szczawnica on Road No. 969. When you reach Krośnicy,
turn off toward Sromowce and the village of Czorsztyn. There is a free car park by the
castle and following the green trail will bring you to the ruins within 5 minutes.

™

What else is worth seeing?

Not far from the castle, beyond the shore of the Lake Czorsztyńskie
reservoir, the Czorsztyn Tourism Village was developed on the Stylchyn
Peninsula. The buildings are old villas of historical interest and traditional
village houses, all brought here from the villages which were then drowned
by the waters of the reservoir. Today, the wooden buildings house pensions
and restaurants whilst, in the oldest, a farmstead preserved in its entirety,
a small ethnographic exhibition has been set up.
Czorsztyn Tourism Village, tel.: 0048 18 2650302, http://www.osada.
czorsztyn.pl, osada@czorsztyn.pl.
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Oświęcim Krakow
Wadowice

Tarnów
Nowy Sącz

Zakopane

Dunajec Castle,
Niedzica

Salt mines, Highland castles
and a Highland fortress to
end all fortresses

Niedzica

One of the most beautiful buildings of its kind,
Dunajec Castle, in Niedzica, became well-known in 1946, following the
discovery here of a mysterious lead case containing a quipu, or ‘talking knots’,
a device for recording data by encoding values in a system of knots made in
thread or strings, which was used in the Inca Empire in Peru! Allegedly, what
was encoded in the ‘Dunajec Quipu’ was information as to the secret hiding
place of the golden treasure of the Incas… In all likelihood, the quipu was
brought to Dunajec by Sebastián Berzeviczy, one of the family who owned
the castle; he had travelled to Peru in the late 18th century. The story has it
that, while there, he married an Inca and their daughter, Umina, became
wife to the last descendant of the Inca kings, Tupaca Amaru.
The castle itself is an architectural gem. The oldest part is the Gothic Upper Ward. Dating from the 14th century, it was built on the site of Kokos of
Brezovica’s wooden-and-earth fortlet. That part of the fortress is perched at
the very peak of a rocky hill on the Dunajec. In the 15th century, the owner
of Niedzica, Emeryk Zápolya, of the famous Hungarian family, added the
Middle Ward. However, the greatest changes took place at the turn of
the 16th century. Ján Horváth, who ruled Niedzica at that time, extended
the stronghold in the Renaissance style. The new, galleried courtyard was
surrounded by a wall, with a tower crowned in the Attic style. Subsequent
owners, namely the Giovanellis, followed by the Horváths once again and,
finally, the Salomons, who made the castle their home right up until 1943,
made few further changes. Plundered at the end of World War II, the castle
was restored. In the area housing the living quarters, a small museum is
now open to visitors, who are also able to enjoy the viewing terraces of the
Middle and Upper Wards. They offer a view of Lake Czorsztyńskie, with the
picturesque ruins of Czorsztyn Castle on the far shore, and of the steep,
rocky slopes of the Pieniny and Gorce Mountains.

S

etting forth south-eastward from Krakow, there are several fascinating
castles for the visiting. The scenic heights of the Wielicki and Wiśnicki
Highlands form a stunning setting for a rocky hill which towers over Lake
Dobczyckie, the ruins of Dobczyce’s royal castle on its peak and, in Nowy
Wiśnicz, they frame the huge fortress of the Kmita family of magnates
and the princely Lubormirskis. Hordes of tourists also visit Wieliczka,
not only for the famous żupa (salt mine), but also for a modest castle
which goes by the name of… Żupa. And the Late Gothic architecture
of Dębno Castle casts a spell all of its own.
Wieliczka

Dębno

Oświęcim

Krakow Wieliczka

Dobczyce

Nowy Dębno
Wiśnicz

Wadowice

Practical information

Tarnów

Nowy Sącz

Zakopane

Visiting The Castle Museum Complex in Niedzica, tel.: 0048 18 2629489, open
May – Sept.: daily, 9.00 AM – 7.00 PM; Oct. – Nov.: Tue. – Sun.: 9.00 AM –
4.00 PM; guided tours only, ticket includes a tour of the castle and coach house.
Getting there The castle is 110 km from Krakow: first take the Zakopane road,
i.e. Road No. 7, to Zabornia, follow Road No. 47 to Nowy Targ and then head
for Szczawnica on Road No. 969. In Dębno, turn off and drive through Frydman and Falsztyn, on the southern shore of Lake Czorsztyńskie. The castle, known as
Niedzica Castle, is situated at the upper end of the village and there is a large car park.

Dobczyce

Accommodation, food and drink The castle offers both a restaurant and
a café.

™

What else is worth seeing?

Dunacje Gorge in the Pieniny Mountains, a stunning example
of Nature’s handiwork, is a must. So take to the waters with the skilful
mountain raftsmen as they slip their small rafts between the boulders
and precipitous, rocky crags of the Three Crowns Massif, or Sokolica. The
water trail winds its way from Sromowce Wyżne-Kąty to Szczawnica
or Krośkienko. Polskie Stowarzyszenie Flisaków Pienińskich, tel.: 0048 18
2629721, http://www.flisacy.com.pl, splyw@flisacy.com.pl.
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Nowy Wiśnicz
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Dobczyce

Wieliczka
Oświęcim Krakow
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Zakopane

Oświęcim Krakow

Tarnów
Nowy Sącz

Wadowice

Wieliczka Castle

Wieliczka Castle is home to an astounding collection of salt cellars, numbering approximately 400 in all! There are glass
salt cellars, wooden salt cellars, silver salt cellars and, first and foremost,
salt cellars of porcelain, some of them from the famous manufacturers in
Ćmielów, Miśnia and Korzec.
The Royal Castle, dubbed Salt Mine, or Salt Works, Castle, towers over
the centre of the town. From as far back as the 13th century, the governor
of the Wieliczka salt mines had his seat in the buildings of the stronghold.
The salt mine was known as żupa and its governor, as żupnik (possibly
from the Latin, zupparius salis). The House Amidst the Salt Mines, dating
from that period, currently houses a number of museum exhibitions;
an archaeological exhibition is on show in the castle’s cellars, and there
is also an historical exhibition, as well as the exhibition of salt-cellars
mentioned earlier. Also on view is the unique Gothic Room, known as
the Castle Chamber, with its ribbed vaults supported by a single pillar.
The extension of the castle, linking it to town’s fortification system, took
place in the mid-fourteenth century, thanks to Kazimierz the Great. The
castle tower erected then, and preserved to this day, was one of the
nineteen towers which lined the town’s defensive walls. The Northern
Ward, which is not open to visitors, also dates from this period; however,
the Middle Ward, which was not erected until the nineteenth century,
now houses a restaurant.

Practical information
Visiting The Salt Mine Castle Museum, Wieliczka, 8 Zamkowa Street (ul.
Zamkowa 8), tel.: 0048 12 2783266, http://www.muzeum.wieliczka.pl,
podziemne@muzeum.wieliczka.pl; open May – Aug.: Tue. – Sun.:
9.00 AM – 8.00 PM; Sept. – Apr.: Tue. – Sat. 9.00 AM – 3.00 PM.
Getting there The castle is 16 km from Krakow: take Road No. 4, heading
south-east. There are numerous paid parking zones near the castle and the
salt-mine. Train and suburban bus services (Nos. 204, 244 and 304) also run
from Krakow, as do minibus lines.

it

Tourist information Tourist Information point: Dembowskiego Street (ul.
Dembowskiego), at the Salt Mine car park, tel.: 0048 12 2882460, turystyka@ckit.wieliczka.pl.
Accommodation, food and drink The Royal Restaurant („Królewska”), 8 Zamkowa Street (ul. Zamkowa 8), in the Middle Ward (Zamek Środkowy), tel.: 0048
12 2880343, http://www.restauracje-wieliczka.pl, jb@restauracje-wieliczka.pl.

™

Nowy Sącz

Dobczyce Castle

A hill, towering over the little town, the dam
and Lake Dobczyckie, is topped by the ruins of the Royal Castle. Unlike many other fortresses, this one did not fall victim to fire or sword,
but to the ravages of treasure hunters! In the mid-eighteenth century,
quite by chance, a four-litre jug, flowing full of coins, was discovered
here. The news of the find electrified the residents and there was no
need to wait long for the result... all that remained of the buildings
and walls were the foundations. Needless to say, no further treasure
was discovered…
Legend links the fortress’s origins with Dobko, one of King Mieszko
I’s knights, who was to arrive on the Raba River and raise a castle here,

at the feet of which, with time, the town of Dobczyce would grow. The
walled defensive building, erected in the first half of the 13th century, was
extended during the reign of Kazimierz the Great. In the mid-sixteenth
century, it was transformed into the Renaissance style. Today, the castle
has been partially restored and a modest museum has been set up in the
interior. The museum is under the care of the local branch of the PTTK
(Polskie Towarzystwo Turystyczno-Krajoznawcze).

Practical information
Visiting Dobczyce Castle, tel.: 0048 12 2711455, http://www.zamek.dobczyce.pl, zamek.dobczyce@op.pl; open Apr. and Oct.: Tue. – Sun.: 10.00 AM
– 4.00 PM; May – Jun.: Tue. – Fri. 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM, Sat. and Sun. 10.00 AM –
6.00 PM; Jul – Aug.: Tue. – Fri. 10.00 AM – 6.00 PM, Sat. and Sun. 10.00 AM – 8.00 PM.
Getting there The castle is approximately 30 km from Krakow: take Road
No. 4, heading south-east to Wieliczka, then follow Road No. 964 to Dobczyce. Other routes: take Road No. 7 south from Krakow to Myślenice,
then the scenic route on Road No. 967 toward Łapczyca, following the shore of
Lake Dobczyckie. Bus and mini-bus services also run from Krakow to Dobczyce.

What else is worth seeing?

The Krakow Salt Mines Museum (Muzeum Żup Krakowskich)
has an underground exhibition in the chambers of the historical salt mine,
which is inscribed on the UNESCO World Cultural and Natural Heritage List;
information and reservations: tel.: 0048 12 2787302; open Apr. – Oct.:
daily, 7.30 AM – 7.30 PM; Nov. – Mar.: 08.00 AM – 5.00 PM.
This part of the museum is best approached by the tourist route leading
through the underground chambers and the glorious St. Kinga’s Chapel;
Tourist Route: information and reservations: tel.: 0048 12 2787302,
http://www.kopalnia.pl, turystyka@kopalnia.pl.
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Tarnów
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What else is worth seeing?

In front of the castle on the slope of the hill, six wooden buildings
of historical interest have been arranged to form a small, open-air museum.
Amongst the buildings, we can see a funeral house, which houses a collection of artefacts associated with ancient burial rites; two coach houses, large
and small, both with a collection of carriages and sleighs; a hen house and
a collection of farming equipment; an original smithy and, finally, the most
striking of them all, the Inn over the Highwayman, dating back to 1839
and brought here from the village of Krzyszkowice.
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Wadowice

Nowy Wiśnicz Castle

The formidable residence of the Kmita and
Lubomirski families in Nowy Wiśnicz still inspires awe today. As to the
riches it must once have concealed, they can now only be imagined, since,
during the ‘Deluge’ of 1655, the incursive Swedes took 150 wagons of
plundered booty away from here! And then, imagine this… with the
thought of the castle’s property, its goods and its chattels, in mind, the
garrison had earlier surrendered without a fight, despite the fact that it
had six hundred, superbly armed mercenaries at its disposal, that the
modern ramparts held 80 cannon and that there were sufficient reserves
of ammunition and food to hold out for three years!
The castle’s origins stretch back to the 15th century, when representatives
of the Kmita family moved their defensive seat here. It was an initiative on
the part of Piotr Kmita which led to the Renaissance rebuilding of the 16th
century. The building of two new towers was amongst the
alterations which took place at that time, as was the upward
extension of the castle by the addition of an extra storey. Post1593, the castle was bought by representatives of the Lubomirski
family. In the mid-seventeenth century, Stanisław Lubormirski
surrounded the Renaissance building with fortification ramparts,
creating the type of residence known as palazzo in fortezza, or
fortified palace. The work was directed and overseen by the
Italian architect, Maciej Trapola; his house stands on Wiśnicz
town square to this day.
The castle, reclaimed by the Lubomirski, has now been
undergoing renovation work for many years; however, part of the interior is
open to visitors. Amongst the artefacts on display here are three-dimensional
models of Małopolska’s best-known castles, including Wawel, Pieskowa
Skała, Niedzica and Nowy Wiśnicz itself.

Practical information
Visiting Nowy Wiśnicz Castle: open Apr. – Oct.: Mon. – Thurs. 9.00 AM –
4.00 PM; Fri. 9.00 AM – 5.00 PM; Sat. 10.00 AM – 5.00 PM; Sun. and public
holidays 10.00 AM – 6.00 PM; Nov. – Mar.: daily, 9.00 AM – 4.00 PM. The
castle is currently run by the town of Nowy Wiśnicz.
Getting there The castle is 45 km from Krakow: take Road No. E40, heading
south-east to Bochnia, then follow Road 965 to the south. There is a free car
park by the castle gate.

™

Nowy Sącz

Dębno Castle

At the foot of Dębno’s enchanting knights’ castle,
in September, year in and year out, hundreds of knights in gleaming armour
enter the lists to fight for The Golden Braid of Tarłówna. Tarłówna was the
daughter of the fortress owner in days of yore. The legend tells of how
her father walled her up alive in the castle tower in punishment for her
love for one who served at the castle. The White Lady, her ghost, is said to
walk the castle to this day. Extra sparkle is lent to the tournament by stunt
displays, salutes fired from venerable cannon,
‘medieval’ jugglers’ shows, theatre performances
and presentations of the courtly dances of times
long-gone. The International Knights’ Tournament in Dębno already has over a dozen years
of tradition behind it and has become one of
the largest events of its kind in Poland.
However, Dębno Castle is not only worth
visiting during the tournament. This Late Gothic
knight’s residence was established between
1470 and 1480, endowed by the Castellan,
Jan Dębiński, who hailed from the Małopolska
Odrowąż family. It is a brick edifice, with richly
detailed decorative stone elements, such as
the framing of the windows, the cantilevers of
picturesque windows or the magnificent portals
creating four wings surrounding a compact
inner courtyard. There are several intriguing
museum exhibitions inside. Furniture, pictures
and weapons dating from the 17th to 19th centuries are amongst the artefacts which can be seen on display, while
the castle kitchen, with its ancient fittings preserved, always excites
great interest.

Practical information
Visiting The Dębno Castle Museum, a branch of the District Museum in
Tarnów, is located at Dębno 189, tel.: 0048 14 6658035, http://www.zamekdebno.pl; open Tue. and Thurs. 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM; Wed. and Fri. 9.00 AM
– 3.00 PM; Sat. and Sun. 11.00 AM – 2.00 PM and, during Jul. and Aug., to 6.00 PM.
Getting there The castle is over 60 km from Krakow: take Road No. 4.
There is a free car park by the entrance to the castle grounds. It is also
possible to get here by bus from Krakow.

What else is worth seeing?

From the castle walls, there is a superb view of the stronghold’s
Carmelite monastery, built in the 17th century on the neighbouring hill.
Unfortunately, it is impossible to visit it, since it now houses a prison. Between the castle and the monastery stands a small, wooden manor house,
known as Koryznówka, where Jan Matejko, the famed Polish painter, often
stayed, the wife of the manor’s owner being Matejko’s sister-in-law. The
manor currently houses a museum devoted to the painter.
The Koryznówka Museum of Jan Matejko Memorabilia, tel.: 0048
14 6128347, http://www.muzeum.tarnow.pl; open Tue. – Sat. 10.00 AM
– 2.00 PM; Sun. 11.00 AM – 3.00 PM.
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What else is worth seeing?

An original, Late Gothic historical building can be visited in
Dębno, namely the Parish Church of St. Małgorzata, built between
1470 and 1504 from Jan Dębiński’s endowment. Seven Gothic portals
have survived in the single-nave, stone church, whilst amongst the
artefacts its interior holds are esteemed epitaphs, and a Neo-Gothic
altar and there is also a copy of a Gothic triptych, the original of which
has been transferred to the National Museum in Krakow.
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Czchów
Oświęcim Krakow

Along the Dunajec

Tarnów

Wadowice
Nowy Sącz
Zakopane

T

he Dunajec is a mountain river, sweeping through the Carpathian
Mountains on its way toward the Vistula. The Dunajec Valley winds
its way with great scenic beauty. Together with the Poprad Valley, it has
formed a vital communication route for centuries, defended by numerous
strongholds, castles and watchtowers. Of many, there now remains not
a trace and mere fragments remain of others. However, they are still an
abidingly picturesque feature of the mountain landscape.
Czchów

Czchów Castle

On a hill towering over Czchów and the picturesque Dunajec Valley, there looms a formidable tower. From the
top, a commanding view stretches across the green of the hill and
the valley, with its ribbon of the river, the dam and Lake Czchowskie.
The cylindrical tower, with its imposing walls, several metres thick,
was build in the late 13th century in order to control the vital trade route
running along the Dunajec. During the next century, a modest castle
sprung up around the tower. Endowed by Władysław the Elbow-High,
it served as the seat for Czchów’s Starosta, the royal official. However,
the building was abandoned in the 18th century and soon fell into ruin.

Wytrzyszczka

Oświęcim

Tarnów

Krakow

Wadowice

Czchów

Wytrzyszczka

Nowy Sącz
Zakopane

Nowy Sącz

All that has survived till today is the oldest section, in other words, the
tower itself. Recent years have seen the reconstruction of small sections
of the walls and the little house occupied by the guard, where an exhibition is now on display, together with a three-dimensional model of the
castle reconstruction.

Practical information
Visiting The Czchów Castle Tower, open May and Sept.: daily, 10.00 AM
– 5.00 PM; Jun. – Aug.: daily, 10.00 AM – 7.00 PM; Oct., Sat. and Sun.
10.00 AM – 4.00 PM, Mon. – Fri. 8.00 AM – 4.00 PM, by prior arrangement;
please call: 0048 14 6635230.
Getting there Take Road No. 75, heading south-east to Brzesko, then follow
Road 75 to the south. There are parking facilities on Czchów town square and
the castle is a five-minute walk from there. Buses run from Krakow to Czchów.

™

What else is worth seeing?

Around Czchów town square and the neighbouring side streets,
original buildings, mainly dating back to the 18th century, can be seen.
In some of the houses, arcades, supported on wooden columns, have
survived. Beside the square stands a valuable example of historical, sacred
architecture, the Gothic Church of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
with relics of a 12th century Romanesque church.
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Wytrzyszczka
Oświęcim Krakow
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Nowy Sącz
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Oświęcim Krakow

Tarnów

Tropsztyn Castle
in Wytrzyszczczka

The rough stone tower and walls of Tropsztyn
castle are reflected in the mirrorlike waters of Lake Czchowskie. Sadly,
they are almost entirely newly-built, raised in recent years over the ruins
of the original castle.
The first stronghold arose here at the turn of
the 13th century, erected by two knights, Zbrosław
and Gniewomir of Tropie. The castle was then
reconstructed several times, but by the early
18th century it had been abandoned and fast fell
into ruins. In the 18th century, or so legend has
it, the treasure of the Incas, having first been
taken to Niedzica castle, was hidden here in the
tunnels and cellars beneath Tropsztyn. The lake
emphasises how well the ancient fortress was
sited; the reconstructed castle is set off beautifully against the green backdrop of the forest just beyond a sheet of
water. Visitors can go up on the tower and visit the cellars and living
quarters, as well as watching a documentary film about the search for
the legendary treasure of the Incas.

Wadowice
Zakopane

Tarnów
Nowy Sącz

Nowy Sącz Castle

At the edge of the Old Town in Nowy Sącz, in
the fork of the Dunajec and the Kamienica River, there stretches a park
where, between the trees, fragments of a wall and a tower can be
glimpsed, along with remains of other buildings... these are the ruins
of the ancient Nowy Sącz Castle.
Nowy Sącz Castle was first built in the early 14th century, then extended
by Kazimierz the Great. In the early 17th century, it was reconstructed
in the Renaissance style by the Starostas of the Nowy Sącz region. The
building was crowned in the Attic style and contained forty apartments.
Unfortunately, a fire in the 18th century, followed by a flood in 1813,
reduced the castle to a ruin.
During the twenty years between the two world wars,
a museum was run within
the reconstructed edifice.
During World War II, the
German occupiers used it
as an ammunition store
and it was blown up, together with its contents, in
1945. After the war, small
sections of the wall were
rebuilt, as was Kowalski’s
Tower, with a Renaissance,
Attic finish. The foundations of the devastated
castle can be seen nearby.

Practical information
Visiting Nowy Sącz Castle, Kazimierz Wielkiego Street, beyond the crossroads at Legionów and Tarnowska streets. The castle grounds are permanently open to visitors; however, it is not possible to visit the walls and tower.

Practical information
Visiting Tropsztyn Castle: open Jul. – Aug.: Mon. – Fri. 9.00 AM – 5.00 PM;
Sun. 9.00 AM – 7.00 PM.
Getting there Take Road No. 75, heading south-east from Krakow to
Brzesko, then follow Road 75 to the south, through Czchów toward Nowy
Sącz. There is a small car park beside the castle. The public bus service from
Krakow runs along the road by the castle.

™

What else is worth seeing?

On the far shore of Lake Czchowskie, to the east, Tropie
Church is visible for kilometres. The Romanesque building dates back
to the 12th century; however, it has been reconstructed many a time.
St. Świerad and St. Benedict are said to have had their hermitage here
in the 11th century. Today, the faithful from Poland and Slovakia make
their pilgrimage to the saints’ hermitage; the holy hermits are the
patron saints of Slovakia.
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Tourist information Tourist Information Centre for the Nowy Sącz Region,
2 ks. Skargi Street (ul. ks. Skargi 2), tel.: 0048 18 4442422, http://www.cit.
com.pl, cit@sarr.com.pl.

it
™

Getting there Take Road No. 4 out of Krakow, heading east to Brzesko,
then follow Road 75 to the south. The city can also be reached by bus and
train from Krakow.

What else is worth seeing?

It is worth having a stroll in the vicinity of the old castle. There
are any number of historical tenement houses and churches, as well
as the District Museum, with its exhibition of the ancient art of the
Nowy Sącz region and temporary history, cultural and art exhibitions.
On the edge of the city, there is a branch of the Nowy Sącz Region
Ethnographic Park.
District Museum, 3 Lwowska Street, tel.: 0048 18 4437708; Nowy
Sącz Ethnographic Park, 83b Długoszowskiego Street, tel.: 0048 18
4418191; http://www.muzeum.sacz.pl.
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